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FOREWORD

BY Y.B. DATUK DR. GEORGE CHAN HONG NAM,
PNBS. KMN. PBS
Minister For Finance and public Utilities. Sarawak.

The Content of this hook entitled "From An Army Camp ToA
Teachers' College" has immediately attracted my attention and
reminded meof the ordeal and suffering encountered by many peo-
ple during the Japanese Qceupation 30 years ago.

in Miri suffered the most because the
hnicians working for the Shell
oilfields in Miri and Seria in
ved. It was the ilfields that

In Sarawak. the people
Sarawak Government ordered the tee
Petroleum Company to destroy the
Brunei before the Japanese army arri
the Japanese were actually cyeing for, and they attacked and oceu-
pied Miri before other places of Sarawak. When they found that
the oilficlds had already been destroyed just before their arvival,
they were very angry, and released their anger on the technician$
and the local people, and brutally tortured them. My uncles an
Jate father were among those who suffered the brutality of the Japa-
nese army. As young children this was frightening and sad, we coul
only use " LASTICK" or catapults to hit back at the Japanese sol-
diers 1o avenge our relatives and [riends who were so cruelly to

tured.

{his book. it confirmed my belief that there W

Alter reading
e, and were even torture

many people who had suffered mor
death or executed in the Batu Lintang P.O.W. Camp.

The author gives a briel but authentic ¢  the situat!
L Raty Lintang P.O.W. Camp during the war years, includi
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the set-up ol the camp: the different types of PO.Ws; the ordeal
they experienced: the number of POWs and the death wll. From
the precious pictures and documents which are published for the
first time, we can appreciate the effort Mdm. Julita Lim has put
into her rescarch.

It is interesting 1o know that the first university in Sarawak is
not Universiti Pertanian in Bintulu or the UNIMAS in Kota
Samarahan. it is the "Undercover University of Kuching” which
operated right at this P.O.W. Camp at Batu Lintang. It was started
by ex-Lt. Frank L. Bell. Thus. the site of BLTC has always been a
Centre of learning cven while it was an internment camp. May this
a source of inspiration (or the stall and trainees to ensure that
TC will always be a centre of excellence for teacher training.

But, this is only part of the book. The history of Batu Lintang
hers' College, especially the first few years of the College, was
interesting and inlormative.

est we [orget all those who did not make it 1o the Liberation,
ook is dedicated (o their memory and o commemorate the
miversary ol Liberation.

1d like to congratulate Mdm. Julitta Lim on her suceess in
this book. It reminds the older generation of the past, and
tes the younger generation 1o chart out a road (or the
for my personal experience, nothing is more precious
and stability in the country. War is very cruel, It makes

el. I fervently hope we would not have to live through

/2%1/1"4,\/

Qatuk Dr. George Chan Hong Nam)

Minister for Finance and Public Utilities
Sarawak

Ist August 1995
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INTRODUCTION

by
MR. ENCHARANG AGAS
Principal of Batu Lintang Teachers' College
Kuching. Sarawak

The research work done on the History of Batu Lintang Tea-
chers' College by Madam Julitta Lim and its eventual publication
as a book is both meaningful and significant.

It is meaningful because it is the first book ever written about
the unique history of the Batu Lintang Teachers' College from its
origin as an army camp and a Prisoners of War Camp in the 1940's
until today as an established teachers' college in the country. It is
significant because the book is published to commemorate the 50th
Anniversary of Liberation of the Batu Lintang PO.W. Camp in
particular and the State of Sarawak in general. This also marks the
50th Anniversary of the end of the Second World War; a com-
memoration that is being carried out all over the world this year.

Madam Julitta Lim, an English lecturer of this College, has shown
keen interests in the history of the College, and this book is a result
of intensive research and many months of hard and concentrated
waork.

Thanks to Madam Julitta Lim's hard work, we can now have a
valuable monograph containing pictures and documents about the
College that appear in a book for the first time. | am sure readers
will not only enjoy reading the lucid, interesting and informative
contents of this book but they will also find it useful for research.



luction il

ANG TEACHERS' COLLEGE
G, SARAWAK.
ST 1995.
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Intradduction .

FROM AN ARMY CAMP TO A
TEACHERS' COLLEGE

A History of Batu Lintang Teachers' College,
Kuching, Sarawak.

By JULITTA LIN SHAU HUA

troduction

The history of Batu Lintang Teachers' College is unigque in that
has grown from an army camp 1o a college that has played a very
portant and significant role in educational, cultural, social. po-
and economical aspects in the State of Sarawak.

ie Punjabi Camp

September. 1939, the Second World War broke out. In 1940,
signed a treaty of alliance with Germany and ltaly which
ed each country of mutual ¢ ance in time of war and 1o
lished spheres of influence for cach other, When France was
ied by the German forces in the same year, the Japancse lorees
Upied part of French Indo-China. now Victnam, in South F.
ently shown its aggressive tendencies in Asia
entury was meanwhile eyeing covetously the rich
ol Thailand. Malaya, Borneo. Philippines and In-
- It was in this political climate that Britain in carly 1941,
greement of 1888 with the Rajah of Sarawak, sent the 2/
Punjabi Regiment (o defend Sarawak in case of attack. (Fig.
an army camp with barracks was built (o accommodate
abi soldicrs af (he present site of Baw Lintang Teachers'
! “Thtzy fought bravely and many were killed in action, espe-
njabi troops at Sibu Laut who fought 10 the Lust man,
0 men were interned at Batu Lintang Camp where quite a
O them survived until the end of the war
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The Recollections of Internment Camp

Since the end of World War [T many ex-internees in their recol-
lections of the war had described the Batu Lintang Internment Camp
with sketeh maps. A relief model had also been made by the college
students based on such maps and verbal deseriptions. However,
many of the ex-internees who had returned 1o visit Batu Lintang
Teachers' College over the years and seen the model did not quite
concur regarding the position of cach hut on the model. The posi-
tion of the huts had been adjusted. The sketeh map, Figure 3. has
been reconstructed by the writer based on the following: (i) an
carlier sketch map drawn by Rev. Peter H.H. Howes in his article
on "The Lintang Camp"; (i) information obtained from the inter-
views with those who stayed there afier the war and who presum-
ably had a better perspective of the whole area, and (i) photo-
graphs taken when the arca was oceupiced by the then Batu Lintang
Teachers' Training Centre (BLTTC) and School. The original camp
actually occupied a much larger area but over the years the part
joining the present Lintang Park, a housing estate. and Ridgeway
Road had been used for roads and a larger part had been claimed
by the government Agriculture Department. The area now covers
approximately 47 acres.

An Impression of The Camp

A deseription of the Internment camp would only be meaning-
ful now il given in relation o the present College site in Figure 4.
The Punjabi Camp consisting of several barracks oceupicd the lower
relatively level ground near (o the present Government Fishery De-
partment. When the Japanese took over they built their own quar-
ters and main office on the higher ground o the cast. At approxi-
mately the place where the Science Block now stands was the Ad-
ministrative Oflice of Colonel Suga who was then the Japanese
Commander of the prisoners of war in North Borneo including those
in Kuching. His sitting-room was at the spot where the octagonal
building now stands. This octagonal building (Fig. 38) which is
now used as a classroom for the music students was originally con-
structed as a library and used as such from the 1960's to the 1970's.
Then in the 1980's, it was used as the Staff Conference Room. The
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ic murals on the outer walls depicting the traditional designs
the major cthnic groups were constructed by the college stu-
s with black and white quartz taken from the quarry in Bau.
mosaic murals were made in the carly 1960s under the guid-
of Susie Heinze, now Mrs John Dunsmore, living with her
and in Surrey, England.

¢ flag-post (Fig. 9) which was in
strative Office can still be seen ris-
to about two metres above the ground and about seven metres
th of the present Science Block. Just in front of this block an
n cockerel (Fig. 10) made by Mr. Matthew Teo in the 1960's can
seen standing on a cement structure with its tail pointing to the

ains of the flag-post. According to Mr. |.A, Kuck who was un-
going an in-service training course in 1951, many students hav-
rheard of the treasure looted and amassed by the Japanese dur-
 the war attempted to dig for treasure. They dug around the
post to a depth of more than one man's height and still could
t get to the base of the concrete structure holding the Mlag-post.
ter a few attempts they had to abandon the project of treasure-
ting.

I

- At the place where Brooke Hall now stands were the Japanese
Juards' Houses and Quarters. A parade ground where the fapa-
¢ soldiers had their flag-raising and anthem-singing ceremony
d roughly the arca where the Music Room, North Lecture
and tennis courts now stand. When earth-levelling work was
ried out at the site of where the New Lecture Hall stands there
S evidence of some concrete structure similar to those of the
ese Torture Cells found on an island near Kota Kinabalu. As
T photograph was taken of the suspected conerete structure that
Vas said to be about 10ft x 10t x 3(t high, there is no way of
ying it. On slightly lower ground near Colonel Suga's Office
aroundabout driveway [or the Japanese cars.

A gravel road ran (rom the Japanese Quarters cutting through
middle of the present Sports Field to the Ammunition Bunker
8 .8) which can still be found near the double-storey wooden
Building that was used as the School Broadeasting Centre in the
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19305 till early 1960s. After that this wooden building was used
fivst as an Agriculture Science Block in the 19605 and then by I'TM
(Institut Teknologi Mara) in the 1970s. 1t is now being utilised as
the Agriculture Science Block with a green house next to it. The
same gravel road extended from the Japanese Quarters to another
gate behind the present Home Science Block leading onto Ong Tiang
Swee Road. This gravel road was called the Punjabi Road after the
Punjabi Regiment.

During the Japanese Occupation the boundary of the Intern-
ment Camp which was marked by double barbed-wire fences was
divided into six arcas called 'compounds’ according to Rev. Peter
Howes's map. These compounds which were individually sur-
rounded by barbed-wire fences all opened on to the only gravel
road, the Punjabi Road. The compound for the Dutch, Australian
and British Officers was nearest the Japanese Quarters. The Camp
Master for the Dutch Officers was Lt. Col. Mars, Lt. Col Walsh for
the Australian Officers, while R.S.M. Sunderland was Camp Mas-
ter for the British Other Ranks, Not far down the road were the
Beat-up House and the Japanese Military Store. Opposite them were
the Japanese Administrative Office and Quartermaster's Store for
keeping rice and other foodstulf. Within sight of the Japanese was
the compound for the Catholic pricsts and religious who were mainly
Dutch. Not far from the Beat-up House were three compounds; the
smallest one for the Indonesian regular soldiers, one for the civil-
fan prisoners of war and the largest one for the Britis
soldicrs with the remnants of the Punjabi troops (Fig. 6). All these
compounds were partitioned by double barbed-wire fences.

The path between the fences of the different compounds was
patrolled and Japanese guards were posted at sentry boxes built at
strategic spots. The whole camp was surrounded by trenches and
double barbed-wire fences. Communication between the prisoners
in the dilferent compounds was extremely difficult. Initially. when
patrolling was not very strict, some prisoners could sneak in and
out of camp alter dark and formed a network with the civilians 1o
get information, medicines and food. This network was called
"‘Burma Road'. This was the name of an actual supply route linking
Burma and the Yunan Provinee in China during the war. As the
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a-routes to China were all under the control of the Japanese, the
nly road for the Allied Forces in India to get supplies to China was
ough the Burma Road. The persons involved in this network
rma Road" must have adopted the name fully aware of the war
ation.

Another parade ground about the size of four basketball courts
ording to Howe's record was located in front of the main sentry
and had a gravel road going around it. There, the selected pris-
meaning those able and (it ones, assembled at dawn and
matched to Green Road where they were taken by train to work at
airstrip at the 7th Mile. The main sentry box sat atop a 12-feet
artificial hill which was hand-built by the civilian prisoners.
is artificial hill was levelled and became part of the Softball Pitch
w. This parade ground separated the Catholic Pricsts Compound
the rest of the Camp. The entrance to the camp was at about
ite of the present college gate. On the higher ground to the
where the present Staff Quarters No. 12 stands was the Guards'

On the lower ground next to this guards' house were 12 wire
s measuring 201t x 201t x 7(t high according 1o Mr. Paddy Fung
10 was a member of the North Borneo Volunicer in the anti-
ese resistance of Sandakan. He was interned with his elder
er John and younger brother Alexander. The prisoners were
pped from Sandakan to Kuching. On arrival at the Batu Lintang
pin October. 1943, they were squeezed into the cages, 25 men
ch cage and were made (o sit cro slegged. These cages were
ure Prison’ where the prisoners were kept awaiting trial or
er final judgement to be passed by the high-ranking Japancse
itary Officers. They stayed in these cages from October, 1943
il July 1944. Mr. Paddy Fung's younger brother Alexander was
ted together with an Australian, Captain L.C. Mathews. An
stralian ex-POW, Bill Young, whom I met recently (July 17, 1995)
d his experience of having spent & months in the camp. He
nly 17 years old then. When he arrived from Sandakan he
brought to the Japanese Court which was at the present Catho-
entre building (Fig. 11). The whole proceeding was conducted
anese and he was only told about his sentence afterwards. So.
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he ended up inanother type of cage where he and seven other
Australians sat crosslegeed in silence everyday Trom morning 1ill
night, e was wentenved to do hard Tabour in the prison camp in
Singapore where he wis imprisoned until the end o the war. His
expuriences s @ prisonet of war in Sandakan. Kuching and Singa-
pure were recorded in his hook entitled "Requrn To A Dark Age”
(1991, Bill Youngl. Another young internee from North Borneo.
Stephen R, Evans. in his hook entitled ‘Sabale Under The Rising
Sunt Government' (1990). deserihed the atroeities committed by
the Japanese and the methods and Torms ol torture and execution
cmployed by the Japanese. This is something we cannot imagine
nowadays

At the end of the Punjabi Road near the ammunition bunker
was the compound lor the women and children together with about
inly British and Duteh subjeets.
n's Compound, the Sisters ran a

160 Catholic nuns who were v
Jere in the Women's and € hildr
sehool Tor the children who were interned together with their moth-
ors. Sisters Francis and Cletus from Sandakan (Sabah) and Domi-
nica [rom Sibu (Sarawak) taught their class in @ comer of the chapel
barrack (p.o4. Heidi Munan. 19871, The Sisters were ingenious
peopler they made letier blocks from wood for teaching and they
even manulactured toothbrushes [rom pig bristles for the children!
This clementary school was approv ed by the fapanese authoritics

and the teachers were allowed 1o Lake their class for a walk from
time to time. Their usual and anly route was along the Punjabi
Road. walking past the Civilian Prisoners’ Compound and occi
sionally allowing the Fathers a quick glance at their children. The
cldest ehild was seven when she entered the camp and at liberation
he was ten plus. In the first year there. Mother M. Bernadine was
the Camp Mistress. But. in 1945 when another nun, Sister de Padua.
who suffered from whereulosis had o be sent back to St. Teresa's
Convent at Rock Road, now Tun Haji Abang Openg Road, the
Japanese authoritics considered Mother M. Bernadine and Mother
M. Clare tao old and frail for the hard lile in the Camp. So. Mrs
Adams became the Camp Mistress,

The condition af life there was vecorded i the book entitled
Three Came Home' by Mrs Agnes Newton Keith. As many as 250
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were put there. This compound oo was surrounded by barbed-
ire fences. Not [ar from this compound were Dr. Yamamoto's
‘fﬁcc and his 'laboratory’ which vceupicd what was once one ol
e Punjabi soldiers' barracks. Next o it was the Camp Hospital
ich was also once a Punjabi barrack. One of these barracks re-
s standing (Fig. 7). the main structure is as it used 1o be though
atap rool had been replaced by asbestos sheets.

The whole area had been under rubber plantation with some

imboo thickets, tall lalang grass and other tropical trees dotied
here and there. When the Japanese had the atap huts built for the
oners of war. as many trees as pussible were left standing (o
mouflage the camp.

The Camp was 50 well camouflaged that it looked more like a
ary camp. It might have been bombed by the Allied planes on
n Sunday. March. 1945, had it not been for an acrial photo-
iph of the camp that showed a glimpse of a nun's habit (clothes).
after the war did some of the prisoners learn that how close
th they were.

en food was scarce many prisoners were reported o have
n the rubber acorns as well as any other edible living creatures
snails and lizards,

\ccording to Datuk J.R. Baxter's recollection, he and two other
internces had (o look after after 50 pigs for the Japanese.
ening they lured a pig which was purposely let loose from
sty of the friendly Chinesce Towkay (businessman). He was
verified as Mr. Ong Tiang Swee who was living on his own
tside the camp. When the ill-fated pig got through the fence.
calander, Sam Chisholm killed it with an axe and Baxter
1o picces and put them into two drums, Then they covered
at with sacks and filled up the top with pig manure. On
the gate (o the Civilian Compound, they were asked what
€ carrying, they said that it was pig manure for their veg-
irden. They sent a note o the Towkay to say that they would
the pig when the war ended but a reply came telling them
Orry about paying and that he would try 1o send another.
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That was the story about the ill-fated pig being chased into the
Civilians Compound and landed in the pot.

Another ex-internee related that ane late afternoon, a pony be-
longing to the Japanese lled from the stable, [t was chased (o the
bush where there was a work-party of prisaners at the outer fence
far away [rom the Japanese. They wer collecting firewood. They
caught it and chopped it up into picees at an amazing speed and
with an incredible skill. The picees of meat were hidden in the
bundles of firewood which they carried back to their compounds.
They did it under great risk to their own lives because on entering
the gate of their compound they had to let the bundles down before
bowing at 90 degrees 1o the Japanese guard. Miraculously. they
were safe and had a little real protein that evening.

There was another story about a cat owned by a prisoner of
war. That cat would bring back a few rats for its master's dishes.
However, when food was difficult to come by it was lured into a
neighbouring compound and ended up in another prisoner's pot.
These snippets and other books written by the ex-prisoners of war
would give us some idea about the conditions in the camp and the
hardships the internees had experienced. One of the Australian ex-
internees who came back to visit Batu Lintang recently (July 1993)
wrote in the Visitors' Book saying. "Please teach your students what
happened here.”

Two things that helped (o raise the morale ol the prisoners were
the wireless-set nick-named "The Box™ in the officers’ compound
and the magazine called "Adversity” in the civilians Compound.
“The Box" (Fig.12) was made by Warrant Officer Beckett from
odd picces of wire and metal including the hearing-aid ol a pris
oner, 1t was a well-guarded secret that supplied a few chosen per-
cons with valuable information about the progress of the war. The
magazine in the Civilians Compound was produced quarterly from
1943-1944. A few copies were carefully hidden until alter the war.
These are now kept in the Sarawak Museum Archives.

Apart from the clementary school run by the nuns, another ex-
internee, ex-Li. Frank E. Bell in the British Officers' Compound
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hool where all sorts of subjects including various Eu-

languages as well as Urdu were taught. His experiences were
documented in his book entitled "The Undercover University |
took great pain in raising the morale of his friends by orga
g lessons and teaching some himsell, In his hand-written little
k of 'Miscellaneous Notes on Literature' (Fig44) he dealt at
it length the Russian Literature and the poems written by H. G,
John Donne and the Russian poet Pushkin (1799-1837).
notes were written on picees of old newspaper and tobacco
rapper (Fig.14). We can discern the sulferings and fears of the
ees and the hope they were hoping. The poem "An Elegy on
" by Pushkin was one of those poems Frank Bell had copied
his little book:

"As bitter as the altermath of wine

Is the remembrance of delivious days
And as wine waxes with age. weighs
The past more heavily on my decline
The path grows dim.

And like a rising sca,

Labour and trouble are awaiting me.

But oh! My friends! I do not want to die!
have more life, more dreams, more agony!
In spite of care and panic and distr
I know that I shall taste of happiness.
Once more | shall be drunk on strains divine,
ings that are mine;
And haply when the last sad hour draws nigh
Love with a farewell smile shall light the sk

(p. 45-46 Miscellancous Notes On Literature,
handwritten by Frank Bell, Camp 1B (3)

er the war, Mr. Frank Bell established in Cambridge. Eng-
» “The Bell School of Languages” for students from all over the
He believed that when people could communicate and un-
d each other better there would be less conflict. When he
Batu Lintang again with his wifc, Elisabeth Bell, in March
 he was pleased to see that Batu Lintang had become a Teach-

Col

llege, though very different from his Undercover University
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of Kuching. Mr. Frank Bell died in Cambridge on 14th July, 1989,

The total number of prisoners at the Batu Lintang Camp was
something difficult to verify. However, according to Rev. Peter
Howes, civilian internees in Kuching were moved [rom the Roman
Catholic Convent and Mission Quarters in Padungan to the Batu
Lintang camp on July 14, 1942, In the same year many prisoners of
war and civilian internces arrived from Sandakan and Pontianak,
By the end of 1942, the Camp was estimated to have about 2,400
internces and this number was enlarged in carly 1943 by many
from Changi, Singapore. The estimated numbers of 250 in the
Women's and Children's Compound. 70 Punjabi, about 120 Indo-
nesian, 250 Dutch civilians, 1,500 British Other Ranks, about 500
Jocal civilians. including the many Dutch, Australian and British
Officers and the Catholic Priests would make it safe 10 say that
there were about 4.000 prisoners.

Within the boundary of the Camp. there were two burial
grounds. One covered the land oceupied by the present staff-flats,
groundsmen's barracks, gymnasium and library block and the other
extended from the basketball and tennis courts to the present ad-
ministrative blocks as far as the Ridgeway arca. In the carly days,
life was harsh and the conditions in the camp steadily deteriorated
as the years passed. Everyone suffered. Many died ol discases as a
result of malnutrition. others of starvation and still others died
because of torture. The Civilian Compound suffered least casual-
ties according to Howes's records at that time; about 25 out of the
282 dicd during the course of the war from December 1941 to
August 15, 1945, This small number of deaths could be attributed
10 the fact that the civilians who were mainly from this part of the
warld were accustomed 1o the climate and could adapt betier to
the appalling camp conditions. The number of deaths occurred at
the British Other Ranks Compound was estimated at about 550
before the end of the war. The worst was at the beginning of 1945
when death-toll in the Camp reached as high as 30 per day. At first
the lapanese allowed the dead to be buried in their respective cem-
cteries with full military honours. As the number increased, fu-
neral ceremony was abandoned. As there were not enough colfins
for every dead, one with a detachable bottom was used. Often the
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e was not very deep and some were buried in the ground be-
n rubber trees. Alter the war. their remains had been exhumed
| entombed at the War Memorial grave on Labuan Island, Sabah.
umber of deaths was not conclusive., as the records were not
mplete. Besides, in the carly years of the Batu Lintang Training
e, students while digging in their garden plots dug out human
lIs and bones, and during the levelling of the ground for the
Administrative Building four years ago many human bones
-unearthed. Lven just alter liberation K. Baxter. an estafe
1 (now Datuk), also an internee himself in the Civilians
pound, while helping an Australian Officer found a prisoner
ing in a drain dying. Itis possible that there were many unre-
deaths. A few hundred deaths would not be a true picture,
ver, one could salely estimate the death-toll to be about a thou-
or more.

0 September 11th. 1945, at about 2,30 p.m., Major General
liryoe Yamamura, Commanding General of all the Japanese forees
ing signed the document of surrender on board the HLMLAS.
inda at Pending (Fig. 17). Immediately afterwards Brigadicr-

al Eastick, Captain [ennings.-Scnior U.S. Navy officer. Colo-
Suga and an interpreter went 1o the Batu Lintang Camp. There
 about 2,500 prisoners in the camp. Only slightly more than
of them were able to walk out of the different compounds to
Brigadier-General Eastick read (o them a message from Gen-

Wootten, the General Operation Commander for the area. These
oners, according to the reminiscences of Datuk J.R. Baxier,"...
walking skeleton, no back side. where their spine ended their

Started...” (p,90. Stephen R. Evans, 1990). An acrial photo-
4ph (Fig. 15) taken on 30th August, 1945, showed that they were
match-stick figures. The seriously il prisoners were moved 1o
A0 as soon ay possible (Fig. 20). Those in better condition
e taken (o the Convalescent Camp on Labuan Island before
Y Were repatriated to their own countries (Fig. 23).

hile the message from General Wootten was being read. Colo-
Uga remained in (he background. According to an entry in ex-

k Bell's diary. Colonel Suga had on Friday August 24th
»announced (o them the news of the Japanese Emperor's de-
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cision to aceept the Potsdam De wration and that peace was com-

ing. His speech was given after the destruction of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki by atomic bombs on 6th and 9th respectively, and the ex-
prisoners learnt Jater on that all of Colonel Suga’s family died at
Iiroshima. On 12th September, 1945, General Woolten went 10
meet the ex-prisoners at the Batu Lintang Camp. A detachment of
Punjabi soldicrs, all were ex-pr isoners, armed with rifles taken from
the Japanese guards. and formed the Guard of Honour to welcome
General Wootien. This photograph (Fig. 19) evidently refutes some
writing by carlier writers {hat the Punjabi soldiers were taken to
Labuan before the end of the war and were never heard ol again.
Colonel Suga was present. standing in the background while Gen-
cral Wootten was talking about the treachery of the Japanese.

There had been several versions of how and when Colonel Suga
died. He could not have shot himsell because he would have been
disarmed of all weapons. The writer {hinks that what was recorded
i ex. )t Frank Bell's diary seems o be more likely. In his diary
entry on Monday. 17th September, 1945, written while he was
convalescencing on Labuan Jsland, he said, "Suga has commitied
hara-kiri by means of a table knife" and that "he has taken 20 mins
over the job, with the aid of his batman” (1991, Bell, p. 143). Thus,
Colonel Suga's suicide added one more to the death-toll in the Batu
Lintang Camp.
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Fig § The Batu Lintang Camp Monument was unveiled by YB Mayor Son
Swee Guan J.B.S., PB.J. on 30th November, 1989.
Photo: Mr. Lim Yu Seng
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Silent prayers for those who had sacrificed their lives for the cause of
freedom at the Unveiling Ceremony of the Memorial Monument, 30th
November, 1989. Leading a group of 35 Australians, mostly ex-POWs
is Mr. Bruce Ruxton, the State President of Returned Soldiers League
(RSL), Victoria, Australia

Photo: Mr. Lim Yu Seng
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Fig' 5 Mapol Baw Lintang Camp 194145
Superimposed BITTC 1948 - Early 19308
By fulitta Lint



Map of Bt Lintang Teachers' College 1995

Map: Courtesy of MPBI.
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The Punjubi Prisoners of War
Photo: Suravwak Museant
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Fig 7 The Last of the Punjabi Barracks
The Oldest Building in BLTC Today.
Photo: Mr. Aloysius Ho
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The Ammunition Bunker in BLTC as old as the Punjabi Barrack
Photo: Mr. Fong Hon Kuh
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Fig. 9 Remains of the Japanese Flag-Post near Colonel Suga’s Office wher®
the present Science Block stan
Photo: Mr. Fong Hon Kah




photographs and Maps

The Iron Cockerel made in the carly 1960s is standing outside the
Science Block with its tail pointing to the Japanese Flag-Post,
Photo: Mr. Fong Hon Kah
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d near to

The Catholic Centre, Built in 1913, along Tun Hj Openg Roa
St. Teresa's Secondary School Hall, used as the Japanese Court House
during the War.

Photo: Mr. Fong Hon Kah

Fig 11
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The much valued wircless-set, “The Bos” made by WO, Beckett, RA..
sketch by POW Donald Yates, 1-R: Generator, Recuiver (mess (in).
(back) Transformer - an assembled collection of wires, hairpins and
metal pieces. "The Box" gave the PO.Ws news of the progress of war,
Photo: Mrs. Elisubeth Belt
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N J9d4 sketeh of the

British Olficors” Tt Batu Lintang Camp. by

S Bagnall, RA. Compure this with the sheehes by Miz A o
Pliotos Mo, Elisabeth Bell
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RUISAK  EveRcses "
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Tobaceo wrapper, Camp stationery used by Ex-Ly, Frank Bell for most
of his notes. He ulso wrote on blank patches of old newspaper and
other wdd picees of paper
Photo: Mrs. Elisabeth Bell
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Major General |Hiryou Yamamura, Conmanding General o all fapa-
ese Forces in Kuching. on his wiy o-sign the Surrender Papers on
board the Royal Australian Navy Corveire the [1M,AS Katpundi at
Pending, now the Daiuk Sim Kheng Hong Port, on September 11
1945. Photo: Saravak Museton
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Mijor General Hityoe Yamamura, Commanding G neral of all Jap
News fiorees i Kuching, signing the Papers of Surrender in front 0
Brigadier-General Thomas Charles Fastick. Commander of the AUS
ralian 9th Division.on boird the R Australian Navy Corvette
TEMAS, Kapunda at Pending on September 11, 1943.

Plioto: Sarawak Musettt




2 the Flag of Sarawak at the Camp after the ,\mmnlh»l ”1’\|\‘-‘:
PeSe on September 11, 1943, Note the wmporary Batithoo Flag

used. L-R: H.C. Ward, 2 Australion soldiers, D.C. White, |.R
her and D.R. Lalscelles

10: Sarawak Museum
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Vront An Ay Camp To

A detachment of the 2

I mers, carried rile with fixed hayos

i Japanese guards. Um formed the Guard of Honour (o \\dun V
jor-General Wootten Wwhose message was read 10 them by B 'd

senetal Eastick the previous

Phioto: Mrs Elisabeth Bell

On 12th st,mm\m 1945

Fig. 19
diers. ex-p
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Evacuation of ex-prisoners from the Batu Lintang Camp to the
Convalescent Camp before being repatriated to home countries

Photo: Mrs Elisabeth Bell

ahuan
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A Close-Up of the Japanese Prisoners of War awaiting 10 board an
Australian Warship bound for Labuan, pulling ta calm their nerves
What was awaiting them at the Allied Military Court?

Photo: Alr. K. I Wong
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BUCKINGIAK PALACE
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- T

septeaber 19L5.

Roval Message frum King George Vof Britain 1 the returmed Fitish:
soldiers.
Photo: Mrs. Elisabeth Bell




124 Recollection of the Batu Lintang Camp Barracks to the South of the
Camp. The Hut in the middle was used as the 15t R.C. Chapel in 1949,
Sketch: Mr. Aloysius Ho



Fig. 25
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Sketeh of the Baty Lintang Camp Barracks. about 21 of such huts
were converted for use as class-rooms. hostels for students and staff.
<chuol office, and library. Differcnt sections were used for religious
instruction and worship.
Sketeh: Mr. Aloysius Ho




Sketch of another Hut used as the 3rd R.C. Chapel in the late 1950s. [t
was demolished to give way to more permanent buildings. The Surau
and the Anglican Chapel were built at about the same site by early
1960s.

Sketch: Mr. Aloysius Ho
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On October 10, 1952, Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent I
specting the Girl Guides at BLTTC Sports Ground (the site of the Pa

sde Ground where the internees had to assemble hefore going to worky

at the 7th Mile airstrip)
Photo: Courtesy of MPBL
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HRIL The Duchess of Kent Inspecting the Boy Scoutsai BETTC Sports
Ground during her Visiton Octoher 10. 19520 tecond Tefin The Gov-
ermor of Surgwak Sir Anthony Abell.

Photo: Courtesy of NBI
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lig. 29 1R the Duchess of Kent watching o Dayak Dance during her visit to
BLTTC on Qctaber 10, 1952,
Photo: Courtesy of MPBL.
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HRIT the Duchess of Kent watehing a Malay Dance during hervisit w
BLTTC om Octaber 10, 1952, Please note the atap barracks converted
for use as affices and classrooms, thase hartacks hehind were used as
hostels,

Photo: Courtesy of NI
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Lig. 51

Teaching and Non-teaching stafl of BITTC, November, 1952
Front Row: Mr. Wilson, the Principal. in academic robe; Vincent
Uzaraga: William Duncan (Clerk), Awang Jaya: Rev Fr. Galvin, 15t
Ass. Principal: Lilian Harrison: Father Rawlins, 2nd Ass. Principal
Mi: Morgan. Yahya (Office Boy): Mokiar (Cook).

2nd Row L-R: Mahmud (Carpenter): Rangkap Mai: Cook No, 1: Cook
Nu. 2: John Timban, Wong Syn Ted: Abung Naim: Edwin Engpu:
Groundsian No. 1.

3 Row L-R: Mobil 11 Buris, Groundsman No. 2: Cook No. 52 Ahang
Suid. A, Kuck.

Phosto: MUBE
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The Brooks | 1all completed in 1960 was built with donation from Ra-
juh Chanles Vyner Brooke, the Third Rajah of Sarawak, and the last of
the Brooke Raj

Iwas officially declared open by Lord Selkirkon 5th Sepiembe
Behind it are two lecture blocks running parallel 1o cach other:
Photo; Mr. Lim Yt Seny

1960,
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lig. 35

The |l Graduation Ceremony held in the William Tan Auditorivn
Tor the last time. 19th November, 1959

1L-R: Miss | Lim tgraduand): the Principal, My AL Weeks, deliver
ing his speech: Mi M.G. Dicksan. the Direetor of Fducation, Sarawal
the VVIP Datuk Abang i Openg who became the 151 Governor o

|
1 Wan Mopshidi

Sarawak i 1963: Eneik Abung Naim (tutor: |

(eraduand)
Photo: MIPBL
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The VAP Dato Abang Haji Openg, the late Tather of Datuk Abang:

Johari. presenting o Teaching Certilicate to the Senior Student, Henry
Weiat the | Hh Graduation Ceremony held at the William Tan Audi-
torium of St Joseph's Secondary School, Kuching. 19th November,
1959, Back 1o the cameras M LA Ruek tuton who graduated in
1951

Photo: MPBIL
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Yig. 33

The old Suran built in 1960 had been demolished to rive wan 1o the
Tun laii Ahmad Zaidi Adruce Auditorium. A new Surau s being built
ehind the Men's Hostels at the time of writing,

Photo: Mr Lim Y Seng
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Fig. 36 The Catholic Chape! Built in 1962. The Oldest Place of Waorship on the
Campus today. Under repair at the time of writing.
Photo: Mr. Fong Hon Kah
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Fig. 37

The South Lecture Block completed in 1960. The North Lecture Block
is parallel to it.
Photo: Mr. Fong Hon Kah
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‘The famous Octagonal building with traditional designs representing
the various ethnic groups in Sarawak was built in 1960. The masaic
murals were made of local black and white quartz collected from the
quarry in Bau and under the supervision of Miss Susie Heinze.
Photo: Mr. Fong Hon Kah
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Fig 39 The new 4-storey Administrative Block completed in 1991 consisting
of all the Academic Department Rooms. the Conference Rooms, U
Principal's and Vice Principal's Offices, Staff Rest Room and other

Uhility Rooms.
Photo: Mr, Fong Hon Kaht
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The 6 Million Ringgit Tun Ahmad Zaidi Adruce Auditorium, com-
pleted in 1994, occupying the ground on which once stood the Surau,
the Ladies' Hostels, the wooden classroom Blocks, and the Anglican
Chapel. The new Anglican Chapel just to the right of the Auditorium
and near the Principal’s Residence was built at the same time as the
Auditorium. A new Surau is being constructed at the time of writing,
Behind the Auditorium part of the old war trenches is still visible.
Photo: Mr. Fong Hon Kah
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Fig 41 The new Anglican chapel built in 1994
Photo: Mr. Aloysius Ho



photographs and Maps 73

The 45th Graduation Ceremony held in the Tun Haji Ahmad Zaidi
Adruce Auditorium, 18th May, 1995. The VVIP Datuk Abang Johari
Bin Tun Abang Haji Openg, Minister of Industrial Development,
Sarawak, admiring the painting presented to him by the Principal of
Batu Lintang Teachers’ College, Mr. Encharang Agas.

Photo: Mr. William Tay Siaw Hian
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The Batu Lintang P.O.W, Camp Stone Tablet erected by the Japanc
at the entrance (o the Camp. 1t was found in the drain during the consind
e e it Lintang Road and put up by the roadside in frontof the Tele00e
cing the direction of the College Road. The 1o
he ground. The line

mean “prisoners” while the last character,
combined with the “two buried characters” also in Kanji me;
has been verificd by the writer Please see the explanation in Fig. &

the right is the date in Kanii, “in the 18th year of the Japane

hitor. e, 1943 A.D. while the month is April. As the lower part i 3
wal day this Stone Tablet was erected could not be verified:

Photo: Mr. Fong Hon Kah
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The front view of the Stone Tablet ha
puried ¢!

e "Nippon people together” and it is possible the
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The ex-P.O.Ws Attending the Monument Unveiling Ceremony 30 No-
vember, 1989, R-L: (1) Ray Topham and (2) lan Pryee. Ex-Officers of
the 8th Australian Division, who were captured in Singapore, then
sent to Sandakan and finally to the Batu Lintang Camp.

(3) Ex-Captain John Searles, staff officer, 9th Australian Division un-
der Brigadier General T.C. “astick whose army liberated Kuching.
Photo: Mr. Lim yu Seng
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Fig. 47  Ex-Lt Frank Bell with wife Elisabeth at home in Cambridge. England.
They visited Batu Lintang Teachers' College in March 1984. Frank Bell
died on 14th July, 1989, leaving the Bell Trust Foundation to carry o0
with the teaching of English to the International students at the Bell
School of Languages st up by him in pursuit of peace and understand-
ing among nations.
Photo: Courtesy of Mrs. Elisabeth Bell
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FIg. 48 Mrs Elisabeth Bell presenting a copy of her husband's book, "The Un-
dercover University" to the writer who visited her in Cambridge in
1991,
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The Post War Period

When the relicving force entered Kuching, the structure of Mili-
tary Government was gradually established in Sarawak. Matters
concerning education in British Borneo, including Sabah. Sarawak
and Brunei, came under the control of Major R.E. Parry, an officer
of wide educational experience in East Alrica, who was assisted by
Captain ]. Paisley, formerly headmaster of St. Thomas's School,
Kuching. In Sarawak, the post war period under the British Mili-
tary Administration saw a rapid re-opening of schaols. The Sarawak
Government resumed authority on April 10, 1946. The tasks for
the establishment of an adequate Educational Service for Sarawak
were recommended in the 1946 Annual Education Report, though
during the Third Rajah's reign, various reports and commissions
such as. the Swayne Commission of 1927, the Blue Report com-
piled by Mr. C.D. Le Gros Clark of 1934 and the Hammond Re-
port of 1936, were made regarding a long term education policy
for Sarawak. These had laid the ground work for education service
in Sarawak. (C.D. Le Gros Clark, the Chiel Secretary of Sarawak,
was interned in the Batu Lintang Camp and later brutally killed in
Keningau, North Bornco (Sabah) together with four other fellow
internees. They were Cho Huan Lai, Consul for the Republic of
China; V.A. Stookes, Medical Practitioner, Sandakan; W.H. Webber,
Civil Engineer. Manila, Philippines and D. MacDonald, Planter,
Kuching, Sarawak. As their bodies were so brutally mutilated be-
yond recognition that they were buried together and a monument
was erccted in Keningau in memory of them.)

The British Colonial Time

The Japanese Occupation of Sarawak had caused total disrup-
tion to the development of education in the country. After the war
there was an urgent need to train {cachers especially for the rural
primary schools and to get started with post-primary education.
Among the tasks specified in the 1946 Annual Report of The Edu-
cation Department were “(he extension of Primary education to all
native races, the ercction of Government secondary schools to @
ter for selected rural boys and (he establishment of a centre for
v (eachers”. Thus, decisions were made to turn the
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then Batu Lintang Internment Camp into i government-run teach-
ers' training centre with an alliliated school. The Woodhead Re-
port, which was prepared in 1954 and passed by the Council Negeri
in 1935 also recorded in detail the recommendations made in 1946
pertaining 1o the establishment of a teachers' training centre which
would have a government Education Officer as the Principal, a
Catholic Priest as First Assistant Principal and an Anglican Priest
as Second Assistant Principial (p. 25, Woodhead 1954), So. in 1947,
under the Colonial Development and Wallare Act. (p. 15 Woodhead
1954) a grant was approved lor the establishment of the Teachers!
Training Centre and School at the site of the Prisoners of War Camp
at Batu Lintang,

Of the numerous atap huts (Figs 24, 25 & 26) which had once
“housed the prisoners of war only 21 were considered fit for use.
While they were being converted into classrooms and hostels Tor
‘boarders, lectures were held in the classrooms of Maderasah Melayu
at Jawa Road. now Jalan P Ramlee. Tor the first intake of 19 men
sstudents in 1947, Among the [irst batch of students to be trained
s teachers (or the rural government schools were those who came
from very rural arcas. They were Sain Maja, an Ihan from Batang
Lupur: Linton Sadin. a Land Dayak [rom Quop: Agan, A Kelabit
om Pu Terap: Majusim Majinal and Jiwok Mukim, Dusuns (rom

yah Onpful 4 I,.md Ddhlk lrom Td\.llmng and ,\mllu\' S.Jm]m\\
a Land Dayak from Serian, While the teachers lor the Malay Schools
were trained in the Malay Teachers' College or Maderasah Melayu
even during the Brooke Raj. the Chinese schools reeruited their
teachers from the southermn provinees ol China (Annual Report of
e Education Department For The Year 1946).

By the time the Teachers' Training Centre moved 1o Batu Lintang
0 July 1948. the population of student teachers had increased. At
same time the school section also took in pupils who had com-
ted their lower primary education in the rural vernacular schools.
is was an eflort o give an upper-primary education o the se-
ted rural boys who might be trained as tcachers upon their com-
tion of their upper-primiary education, Provisions were also made
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for these boys to go for secondary education. Among the 1948 in-

gy Boogy. a Bisaya from Batu Mapan

in Limbang: Henry Nura Girim. a Mclanau from Kampung Tilian;

Mesni Anselm. another Melanau from Kampung Erwad, Mukah;

and two Kenyah boys, Anyi Usang from Long Sian and Oyau Nawan

Ak Mui Ngajang Lawai [rom Long Akar. Bavam. The latter ol the
Kenyah boys was the younger son ol the late Temenggong Aban

Lawai Jau. the well-known Kenyah Chief. Among the muny,
prominant Sarawak ligures who had their cducation in Batu Lintang
Teachers' Training Centre and School were Tan Sri Datuk Gerunsin
Ak Lembat. the Deputy Chicl Minister of Sarawak Tan Sti Datuk
Amar Allred Jabu, and the Federal Minister of Telecommunicas
tons and Works Datuk Leo Moggie. Batu Lintang Teachers' Train-
ing Centre and School had scored many firsts, Among them and
seldom mentioned was the first religious nun. Sister Helena Tan,
sister of Tan Sri William Tan. She 100 scored three firsts: the first
girl who went by rain and then rickshaw o -hool. the first who
commuted by taxi to and from the Teachers' Training Centre and
<t teacher who had 1o have her birth certilicate made prior to
C.

Lake of rural boys were Geor;

the
he retirement (rom the government sery

By 1949 the student population of Baw Lintang Teachers'
10 students from Brunei while:

ing Centre had risen (o 1135 including
luding 7 from Brunci who

the School section took in 27 pupils in¢
had completed the primary cducation in the rural vernacular schools:
In the carly years, Batu Lintang Teachers' Training Centre ook in’
ctudents from Sabah and Brunei until 1932 for Sabahand 1956 for
Brunei when both states had (heir own teachers colleges.

The 1949 BLTTC Log Book entries reveal many interesting
hing centre which was still occasionally €2
ance of BLTTC as a place ol ‘I1ighel“
it had inspection visits fromt
les Noble Arden Clarke. (e
\ls from the Colonial Offi

{hings about the trair
ferred to as the camp. The import
learning was shown by the fact that
His Excellency the Governor, J
tober 29. 1946 - Qctober, 1949, olfic
in London (Mr Padmore. August 25, 1949). the Chicl Seeretary 0!
the State (M, C.W. Dawson) and the Resident of the First Division
(now Kuching Division). The Fasting Month for the Muslims (Bulan
50 of that year: The severe sorm o

n, v commenced on June
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ugust 14 hit the school seetion destroying two huts and badly
aging three ol them while all others needing extensive ool
airs. Health care was top priority in those days as shown by
e of the entries that [ollow. Wan Habib. a pupil. suspected of

sstructed not 1o have contact with others in the camp: all the
ddings were put out in the sun for 4 hours and sulphur fumiga-
vricd out: and a later entry - all the students and pupils
d their teeth examined by the Government Dentist, Dr. Harcus.

. Governor, Mr. D.G. Stewart, presented the Teaching Certilicates
b 45 successful students, They were awarded a Grade 1A certili-
and their inital entry qualification was Standard 1V, Upon
duation, they were posted to the Government Local Authority.
rivate and Mission schools throughout the State of Sarawak.

The qualifications of trainees at the entry point were gradually
sed as lhc dunmnd for I1ig,hc|' cduuniun inu‘cu\ud By It)i". lhu

ning coursce was L,\lmdul 10 three _xun.\ in mdu m better LLIL]I[J
achers in handling upper-primary classes. At the same time, the

nand the students with a Chinese Junior Secondary qualifica-
N were o be admitted 1o do the two-year course leading to a

10 teach English in the Chinese schools.

e School section, hitherto, admitted pupils who had com-
ted their lower primary education in the vernacular schools. Then,
M completion of their upper primary education, many would
the Training Centre to be trained as teachers. In this respect.
4h00| section played a very important role in feeding the Cen-
A th candidates for teacher training. Then in 1957, a Form 4

Was opened. In 1958, with the opening of Sedaya Govern-
Secondary School at Kanowit. the Dragon Government S
School (now Kolej Tun Abdul Razak) al the 24th Mile,
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Serfan Road in Kuching. and the Tanjung Lobang Government dee
andary School (now Kaolej Tun Datuk Tuanku Haiji Bujang) in Miri.
sction were transferred 1o

all the secondary classes in the Schoul s
aving Batu Lintang Teuchers's Training Cen-

these sehools. thus le
he sole task ol training (eachers and it be-

{re o coneentrate on t
came known as Batu | intang Training College.

Fram 1939 anwards. priority was given to the raining ol Grade
11 A teachers with an entry qualification ol Form 3 for the upper

primary classes and the junior wecondary schools.

Priorto 1940 1 nglish was not taught inany government schoc
except in the Mission chools, The medium of instruction was Malay
for the reason that these sehools catered only for the Malay or Is-
Jamic Melanau population. In the Chinese sehools the medium of
instruction was Mandarin, Then in 1940 My Keir, the Education
Officer. introduced the use of Than into two schools at Lubuk Antu
and Stumbin yespectively. and Liko or the Melanau language in a
school at Oya Tanam. During 1940, as sehools for the nun-Malay
natives were opened other vernaculars like Kayan. Kenyah. Kelabit
and Murut were used as a medium of instruction.

By the time the Civil Government was restored alter the Se
ond World War a new spirit surfuc i cducation. Strong repres
sentions were made by the fous Malay communities for the
weaching ol English in their «chools whereas the Ihan population
declared that they were not interested in schools where b nglis
was ot taught. The demand for more chools could not he ig
of the previous cducational void. there were
persons with

nored., Besides. in view
no trained Than wachers and only a limited number of
the sulficient education torun & school. Henee, the development
culminated in the opening of Batw Lintang Teachers' Training Cen-
Ire (o train native reachers, The curriculum in the schools
| the vernaculars. included subs

from the teaching ol English and
jeats like | Jandicraftand Art. Dranatics. Agriculturc. Hygicnee an
¢ training course for Leachers lasted two years:

games. The teache
at the

The livst year was devoted mainly 1o general cducation and
expected 1o have artained Standard V22
ch O

end of it the students wi
e vear wans devoted (o pedagogic (raining, and mu
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which was practical. There were written examinations s recorded
in the BLTTC Log Book which had the entries: 18/7/49 First Year
Examination Start and 23/7/49 First Year Examination Finish, For
pratical teaching, students were called upon 1o assist schools that
were short of teachers. An entry on August 27. 1949 stated that
student-teacher Mamud was sent 10 Quop 1o assist Father Howes
for two weeks,

Another incident recorded in the Education Report for 1946
showed how strong the new spirit for education was. One student
from Daro, on returning 1o Maderasah Melayu in September 1946,
found that he had dev elaped leprosy. He was transferred 10 the
leper camp where he opened a school for about 40 inmates of di-
verse ages and races.

One unique feature in the Batu Lintang Teachers! Training Cen-
was [reedom of worship. Religious instruction was arranged or
both Christians and Muslims. and chapels for different denoming-
ns of Christians were provided in seetions of different huts, Dif-
ferent rooms were allotied 10 the Anglicans. Catholics and Mus-
ims for worship. As they were well separated from one another,
igious service and prayers could be held at the same time with-
but unduc conflict. This unique leature is zealously preserved until
3 just as the idea behind the name "The Cauldron” was chosen
T the college annual magazine in 1959, The name "Cauldron”
pily describes the function of the college which is like a mehing
where the different races of Sarawak intermingle with cach
1, live together in harmony and are trained to teach children 1o
€ome good and useful citizens of the country.

Independence

atu Lintang Training College had (irmly taken root at the site
e former P.O.W. Camp even before the Formation of the Fed-
1on of Malaysia in 1963. The recommendations made in the
Odhead Report (1954/1955) pertaining to the physical devel-
Nent of (he college were realised with a further grant from the
ial Development and Welfare Fund in London. In 1960, two
€ blocks (Fig. 37). the Brooke Hall (Fig. 32) and the stall
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quarters were completed. The opening of the Brooke Hall marked
the end of having to hold the annual araduation ceremony at the
Tan Sri William Tan Auditorium ol St. Joseph's Secondary School,
Rock Road (now Tun Abang Haji Openg Road). Kuching. A dem-
onstration school was built at the present site of the Auditorium
Car Park. Classes for demonstrating teaching techniques were pro-
vided by the Batu Lintang Primary School just next o the college.
The other building completed in 1961 included the Woodwork
Room. the Domestic Seience Block. the Science Block equipped
with laboratories. the Art Room. the Library (the octagonal build-
ing) and the Administrative block. These specialist subject rooms
indicated the diversity of tourses offered by the college.

By 1966. the college offered 5 main courses for initial 1cacher
{raining. namely. the Lower Primary: the Primary and the Junior
Secondary Courses, the first peing phased out in 1968. As lrom
1972, Buhasa Malaysia is used as the medium of instruction, a gen-
cral syllabus was introduced for the subject Education and the mini
mum entry qualification was a Cambridge School Certilicate. From
1975 when the Primary course was no longer offered at Batu
Lintang, the college trained teachers mainly for junior sccondary,
schools until 1983, The integrated Training Programme with com-
pulsory co-curricula activities was introduced in 1975, Hence for-
ward. it is known as Batu | intang Teachers' College.

In 1982, with the completion of the use of Bahasa Malaysia a8
the medium of instruction from the primary 1o the university levels
Bahasa Malaysia became (he medium of instruction for all subject
exeept English in the college. In 1984. the Primary Course wé
again offered and the length of training was again extended 10
years ol 6 semesters. which was changed to 5 semesters in 1980. 1
1991 the college ok in graduates with a first degree to do a ones

year (eaching diploma course.

In addition to the pre-service o initial teacher training cours
insservice courses were conducted to meet the needs and demars
of the schoals. In response 10 the demand [or more (eachers pro
cient in teaching Bahasa Malaysia in the secondary schools. 2 025

o alasa Malaysia specialists course was conducted in 19
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followed by @ Mathematics specialisis course in 1969, With 1he
change of the medium of instruction from English 1o Bahasa Ma-
laysia. intensive courses for the primary school and secondary school
teachers of Bahasa Malaysia were held in 1975 and 1978 respec-

tive

A shiltin the needs of the schools was seen in 1982 when an in-
service course lor training wachers specialised in Remedial teach-
ing in the junion schoals was conducted, This was lol-
Towed in 1985 by the holiday courses Tor iemporary teichers who
were engaged 1o teach the general sehool subjects and the Islamic
Religious know Iulg.u without any initial teacher training. The other
in-ser ¢ Guidancee and Counselling, Reme-
dial and I muhm\'m and Music. The integrative curricula inro-
duced in the Primary and sccondary schools required the re-train-
ing of lcachers lor subjects like the Living Skills in the secondary
d the Manipulative Skills in the primary schouls, In-service courses

the Teaching of English as a Second Language (TESL) in 1993,
The development ol education in Sarawak since the colonial
period and the change of educational system directly affected the
ogramme ol teacher training. as deseribed carlier on. The devel-
nent of education in Malaysia alter the Second World War, es-
fierindependence is based on the educational policy con-
dined in the (ollowing educational reports and ordinances. They
ere, before Independence, the Barnes Report (19501, the Fenn-
Report (19511, the Education Ordinance (1952) and the Razak
rL(1955), and after Independence. the Rahman Talib Report
959), and more importantly the Education Acts (19611 which is
il in force. In view of the ¢h hanging times and the maturity of the
aysians there have been talks of making some amendments to
€ 1961 Education Acts so as 1o bring about a more progressive
Ciety with the Vision of 2020, as envisaged in 1991 by the Prime
ister, Duto Seri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad.,

The education system in Savawak has its uniqueness originated
B the time of the White Rajahs. The implementation ol the
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hascd upon the Aziz Reportin

Sarawak Scheme (1975) which was
ational System,

West Malaysia was the first move towards the N
The Cabinet Report (1978) totally incorporated S rawak educa-
tion into the National System The change ol the medium ol in-
W ot stage by stage was completed by 1981, The

struction carrie
hanged in line with the ree-

curriculum offered inthe coll
ommendations made in the vanous reports.

cge was ¢

Conclusion

The developmentol cducationalter Independence brought about
the expansion of Baty Lintang Teachers' College, New buildings
which were constructed one alter another wtally changed its aps
pearanee from that of an army camp with its atap huts 1o that ofa
The site where the Surau. the Anglican Chapel
o oeetpy had seen great transforma:
Lion. and now in their place stands proudly a modern, well-equippe
Six million Malaysian Ringgit Auditorium. Only part ol the almo:
filled=up trenches. a Punjubi Barrack. the Ammunition Bunker, thi
remmains ol the Japanese {lag-post as well as the War Monume

Jin 1989 remind one ol the past.

modern college.
and the Ladies” Hostel used t

erecie
coc has expanded o ane of the bi
hout 1.600 student
Second:

Batu Lintang Teachers’ Coll
aest teachers! colleges with an enrolment ol a
A stall of about 1201 1995). offering both Primar
and Diploma courses. ALl the past and recent students of Bal
ay un important role in the development of edt
but have also made great contributions
al and economieal fields. When amendme
1) in August 1993, the V8
1 they arc implemen
ymme and b

and

|intang notonly pl
cation in the country
cultural, social. politic
are made to the 1 ducation Acts (196
cndations will be made and w he
alfeet the teachers training pre
on in the near future.

Ous Fecomm
they will certainly
about a change in Leacher educati
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A sample Examination Paper
Used In The P.O.W. Camp University

Gonkas
Elemontary ixantnation Wo. 2.

o Hours.

4. DICMTION.
P g trasiae Lot oorrest German ¢
T () o5 (b) the camp Go) the tims (4) the taste (a) the
€] o bot ey e (47heaT, ) o Lend (4] the futurs (3]
) Teaty ) atpsdta) (o) (o) all 'the Slom

. G m ez They s u..ymy (] b dete (a)'2 ook (&) be
it (155arts) (1) Ve it (g} (n) the shaes (1) t
Borees li) tn- a

. (a ay ro
sinoe tha lprinq o nm—. -luLy (f) ba
1in its
w

0 the wet ground (1

om (o) through the field ()

88 near the fire (g) the bird
?hl 't 13 your name! (J) with m
tlbll m“ Allﬂlrl and cases of adjeotives pt‘nlﬂld by
Beither thedetiares « nor Cho indefinite Sriiols or tneir sqiivelone:

Give the o superlative ot 3 o
5 (4) bald (o) arm.

(a)noon () achears (2] on
ReumsLazioN

o into snglishi-
steckre con” Prief tn die Tagoha ihrer Shorts. Ste hutts
Jotat kuing Zett, vm o, en. Jode Sokunde di war
Eoethar. “bteiion aber ._z.me -n. #10h dlemer Handschrift gu srinn-
os den Briaf hervor. Sie hatte mioh niah:
ot n.m, Vein i exsten Blick, ‘der o Diteveshris &alt, weh e, duss
hatte. Wie kinnte er ihr

Yoo lohe war, der and ste g
obreiben, da ox dach ok wmd £

o out of taa
twes
unoh t0, beoaues Ne wes we mmm
Gay that . Cowle have ds muoh Tood sgatn &y
Hlaok foga cannot be seen 1n &
fonink the kingdon of Mugland 1 i ne Finant ot in the world.
h&vtulﬂlhﬂlbi“u'h ok than het Charles’ book

2, drinking ors, but thers 1a something
11ike mun‘ Doator ati.
1 should oot have told him he was & fool,

Kuohing, 16th December, 1943.
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Appendin IV a

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

(Compiled and edited from dates and events recorded in the Sarvawak
Gazettes: BLTTC Log Book 1949, Jernal Sejarah 1976 and Stephen
Evans, 1991).

1939

Sept. Ist Second World War broke out.

The Sarawak Volunteer Foree was formed

The Defending Forces in Sarawak under the Com-
mand of Lt. Col. C.M. Lane:

One infantry battalion of the Indian Army
A small coastal Marine service

The Sarawak Field Force

The Sarawak Police

The Sarawak Volunteer loree

1. 24th Enactment of the new constitution of Sarawak,

t 241h, Highlights of Centenary Celebrations ol the
th & 2611 Brooke Raj.

. 8th (Dee. 7th. 5,15 pam. GMT) 12.45 am. local time:
Japanese troops landed in Kota Bharu, Malaya.

( p.m. GMT) 01.25 a.m. Japanese carrier
aireralt attacked Pearl Harbour.

Destruction of Miri and Seria oilficlds carried out
torender them useless Lo the Japanese in the event
ol Jupanese invasion.



ut

Dee. 1510

Dee, Toth

Dec. 1910

Dece. 22nd

Dee. 251d

Appendis (v

Alfer subotaging Miri dirstrip. (roops and ofli-
et by sea for Kuching.

cial

Three infantry hattalions and attached troops ol
the Japanese 124t Infaniry Regiment. aeconm-
panicd by @ naval landing force. leh Camranh
Bay (Indo-China or Vietnam now) [or Miri and
Seria in 10 transports with strang nay al escort.

Japanese troops Janded in Miri and Seria. Their
ships were alterwards attacked by Duteh planes
[rom Singkawang 11 in Kalimantan (60 miles
couth-west of Kuching and 60 miles cast of
Singkawang) sinking two Japanese transports and
{wo others were danaged by a Dutch submarine,
A second submiaring sank @ Japanese destroyer
but was then sunk in turn.

Fifteen Japanese bombers attacked Kuching

Many people left town and escaped (o the coun-
tryside.

Labour wis no longer available to complete the
defences of the airficld.

The main body ol Japanese troops re-embarked
lor Kuching. leaving one battalion (o oceupy Bru-
i, Labuan and North Borneo (Subah).

Dutch reconnaisance planes sighted the Japanese
convoy 150 miles from Kuching.

11,40 . Duteh planes from Singkawang U
prepared o attack the fapanese convoy. but were
attacked by 24 Japanese bombers before they

could leave the ground.
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Dec. 241th

Dec. 20611
& 27th

1942

Feb.

1943

April

AU least 5 Japanese ships were sunk by subma-
vines of the Royal Netherlands Navy off Tanjong
Sipang. Sarawak.

The Japanese ships were also attacked by British
bombers [rom Singapore at the limit of their

range.

6.00 p.m. The Japanese convoy was seen ap-
proaching the mouth ol the Sarawak River.

8.00 p.m. Col. Lane’s order: To delay the Japa-
nese as long as possible.

The Japancse landed and were vigorously opposed
hy gun and mortar detachments. The Punjabi
troops at Sibu Laut fought 1o the last man.

3.00 pan. A Japanese flag was seen flying over
Fort Margherita, Kuching.

The same night the Brit ounded
up and interned at Zaidi Building. Kuching.

Local non-white government officers in Kuching
were told (o report for duty. The Japanese Mili-
tary Administration was headed by Lt T,

Singapore (ell,

Japanese control became tighter in Kuching.

Lt. Gen. Yamawaki, Japanese Governor ol Bor-
neo, visited Batu Lintang Camp. Kucing.
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1945

March/April

June 10th

June 150l

June 1oth
June 18th
June 20th
June 23rd
fune 251l
Aug. Oth
& Yth
\ug. 15th

Aug. 161l

Appendix 1Y

Major Harrison. Major Carter and Major Sochon
were parachuted into Ulu Baram [rom where they
proceeded to Ulu Rajang 1o organise counter-at- .
tacks.

About 30.000 men of the 9th Australian Infan-
1y Division Janded in Brunci Bay and on the ls-
land of Labuan.

United States and Australian troops landed in
Bomeo.

Marudi relieved.

Limbang seeured

Australian troops landed at Lutong
Australian troops entered Miri

The Australian forees completed the occupation
(o the Mirioilficld ¢

U.S. Atomic bombs dropped on Japan.

Japanese Government surrendered,

1600 hours: The Japanese Emperor jssuced
Imperial Order to the entire Japanese arm
forces to cease hostilities immediately.

The 9th Australian Division was made respon!
ble for carrying out the surrender arrangemen
in North Borneo (Sabah). Sarawak, Brun
| abuan Island and the Natuna Islands.
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Aug 27th

Sept. 5th

Sept. 61h

47

Letters were dropped on Kuching instructing the
Japancse commander to indicate that he agreed
to the dropping of supplies for the prisoners of
war, and that he would meet Australian repre-
sentatives later.

Maj. Gen. A.G. Wilson of the 9th Division landed
on the Sarawak River and conferred with the
commander of the Japanese (orces.

The Kuching Allied force’s task was to accept
the surrender of and impound Japanese forces in
the Kuching area; release and evacuate Allied
prisoners and internees; and establish military
control with the contingent of 20 officers and 40
other ranks to assist with civil affairs.

Brigadier Eastick landed at the mouth of the
Sarawak River in a Catalina flying boat. Three
Japanese officers came aboard. They were in-
structed to prepare information under a variety
of headings.

Colonel Suga, the Japancse commander of the
prisoners of war at Kuching, asked for two Aus-
tralian medical officers to be sent to care for the
prisoners and internees. Immediately Lt. Col.
N.H. Morgan and Maj. A.W.M. Huston were
flown in.

HMAS “Kapunda® and USS “Barnes”. with Briga-
dier Eastick and staff officers on board, sailed
for Kuching from the mouth of the Sarawak River.

2.35 p.m. Brigadier Eastick accepted the sur-
render of Major General H. Yamamura, com-
mander of Japanese forces in the arca.
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Sept. 12th

Sept. 17th
1946

April 15th

July 1st

1947

1948

July

Appendin 1V

Later the oceupying Allied forees landed and lib-
crated Kuching.

Colonel Suga handed over the Batu Lintang Camp
(o the Allicd relieving force.

The internees who could walk came out of their
different compounds to listen to Brigadier Eastick
read out a message from General Wootten.

General Wootten visited the liberated Batu
Lintang Camp. A detachment of Punjabi soldiers.
i . formed the Guard of Honour (o

welcome him.

Colonel Suga committed hara-kiri with a kitchen
knife in his office.

Rajah Charles Vyner Brooke took over the
Sarawak Government from the British Military
Administration.

Cession of Sarawak to the British Crown
Classes of BLTTC started at the premiscs of!
Maderasah Melayu at Jawa Road, Kuching.

1 bungalowW!

Students stayed in an old governmen
called “Springfield”, Kuching.

Batu Lintang Teachers' Training Centre
School began classes at the former Batu Lin
Camp.
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1963
Sept. 16th Formation of the Federation of Malaysia

Datuk Abang Haji Openg appointed 1st Gover-
nor of Sarawak, East Malaysia.
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A Programme for the official opening of the Brooke Hall

Programme
THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF BROOKE HALL
THE UNVEILING OF A TABLET

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
THE EARL OF SELKIRK, PC. GCMG., OBE, AFC,
The United Kingdom Commissioner-General

for South East Asia

BATU LINTANG TRAINING COLLEGE, KUCHING

4 PM., SEPTEMBER §, 1960
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PROGRAMME

God Save the Queen.

Introductory Address by the Acting Principal. (V.W. Muller)
Inveiling of the Tablet by Lord Selkirk.

Address of thanks by Senior Student Jetie Ambin,
Entertainment by students of the college.

College Song.

COLLEGE SON

It's a far cry from Gunong Murud to Kuching,

For Kelabit. Kenyah. Chinese and Malay,

For Melanau and Dayak. Kayan and Murut,

And yet all of us are gathered here today.

From the Baram, down the Rejang, from Kalaka do we come:
And from kampongs in the hills and on the plains;

Through the jungle tracks with heavy loads but hearts both light
‘and (ree,

And you hear the hills re-echo this refrain:
en from far off the Matang calls us all away,

e’re soon back at Batu Lintang once again.



I ——
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ENTERTAINMENT BY STUDENTS OF THE COLLEGE

1 Two Sarawak boating songs - The Batu Lintang Singers
Ayun Soleram
Batak. batak

2. The Zepin. a Malay classical dance. accompanied by drums
and gambus.

A dance from the Baram River. accompanicd by a sape.

3
4. Two Chinese songs - The College Chinese choir.
i %% o song about the sed.
7T 7K . a song about (he Yangtze River
5. Iban ngajat. accompanied by gongs and drum

6. Tinikling. & hamboo dance.

7. My Land Sarawak - The Batu |intang Singers sung in
English. Malay. Ihan and Chinesc.
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THE INSCRIPTION ON THE TABLET

This college was constructed
with the aid of generous gifts from
H.H. Sir Charles Vyner Brooke, G.C.M.G.,
Third Rajah of Sarawak

and

the Government and people of the United Kingdom

THIS HALL WAS DECLARED OPEN
BY
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
THE EARL OF SELKIRK, PC.. G.CMG.. O.B.E, AEC.
ON

5th SEPTEMBER, 1960
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A copy of the Leuer from the former Third Rajuh of Sarawak, Sir Vyner
Braoke, to the Governor of Sarawak, Sir Alexander Waddell, dated
September 28th, 1960.

13 ALBION STREET
LONDON
w2
PADDINGTON 0436

28th September 1960.

Losn S g

Thank you very much for all the news you have sent to
me through Mrs. Hussey about the Batu Lintang Training
College. 1 was most interested in the photographs and the
account of the opening ceremony of the Brooke Hall in the
Sarawak Tribuncand | congratulate all concerned in this great
achicvement.

Thank you for your kind birthday message.

With my best wishes for the future success ol the Col-

lege.

/?Aw ?«W—%I//q
His Excellency e
Sir Alexander Waddell, K.C.M.G.
Kuching.
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List of Principals

NAME

Mr. M.G. Dickson

Mr. |.K. Wilson

Mr. M.G. Dickson

Mr. |.K. Wilson

Rev. Father A.D. Galvin
Mr. A.G. Smith

MrD.C. Goodson

Mr. A.H. Weeks

Rev. Father D.R. Rawlins

M. R.B.S. McCormick

Mr. Teo Boon Heng (AMN, PPB)

Mr. Alias Shamsuddin

Mr. Wong Mee King (PPB)
Mr. Paul Ngui Sui Lin (PPT)
Mr. Lau Kuok Ding

Haji Othman Luk (AMN)

Haijah Norolah Luk (AMN, PPB)

Mr. Encharang Agas (AMN)

YEAR
01.04.1948 -17.06.1949
18.06.1949 - 14.04.195]
15.04.1951 - 10.09.1951
11.09.1951 - 31.12.1952
01.01.1953 - 05.07.1953
06.07.1953 - 11.02.1956
26.04.1956 - 05.06.1958
06.06.1958 - 31.12.1962
01.01.19653 - 10.01.1966
11.01.1966 - 31.03.1969
01.04.1969 - 18.04.1971
19.04.1971 - 14.04.1973
15.04. 1973 - 23.09.1973
24.09.1973 - 03.04.1975
04.04.1975 - 31.12.1976
02.01.1977 - 30.06.1989
01.07.1989 - 06.09.1995

01.10.1995 -
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